Summary of February 2023 ESSA Amendment Comments

Summary of Comments Received and Agency Responses

English Language Proficiency (ELP)

1. As2023-24 will be the first year that TELPAS writing online is part of the composite score, the
Texas Education Agency (TEA) should use 2022-23 as a baseline and not use the proposed
evaluation of two of three domains.

The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) denied a waiver in 2018 requesting a one year pause
on ELP evaluation due to TELPAS that year. As such, TEA.9 (i)-2.Mhti-4 (L)15 (P)3.2 (e)29.5 ar
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to see the schools within a certain range of the targets get points. Perhaps 2 points — Did not
meet interim target but showed expected growth toward interim target OR achieved a score
within three points of the interim target.

As the focus of ESSA is on ambitious State-designed long-term goals, with interim measures
toward the goals, TEA is in alignment with USDE guidance that growth toward targets is a
requirement. Meeting the target or showing growth is a requirement under ESSA. If a group
remains stagnant below the interim target, or their performance slides backwards to the point
they are below the interim target, they are flagged as not meeting expectations as they are not
progressing toward the long-term goal.
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3. Is ATS identification reverting to the prior methodology where it is not a subset of TSI?
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