Frequently Asked Questions
STAAR Alternate 2 Participation Requirements
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Frequently Asked Questions

5. Are local educational agencies (LEAgnhalized if theyhave more than ongercent oftheir
studentsparticipate in STAAR Alternate 2?

No. The onepercent limitation ismposed on each state not each LBé part of the state’s
commitment that all students recei access to enrolled gradevel academic curriculuratandards
andthat there arehigh expectationdor all studens, the stateisresponsible foensuringLEAs
understandthat an alternate assessment exists Budents who meet the criteria as studentgith
the most significant cognitive disabilitand who are taught alternate academic curricul@tandards
aligned with their enrolled gradievelstandards Just as aRD committeaisesthe students data
to drive the development and implementation oflather components of thetudent’'s
individualized education program (IEP), the ARD committee resvibg/student’s data to determine
the most appropriateassessmentvithin the context of thedefinitions and criteria set by the state
When an LEA has more thane percent of its student population participating in STAAR Alternate
2, federal requirenents mandate the collection of information frothhe LEAassuring that testing
decisions were made in accordance wiitle laws and the state’s criteriaas well as justification
statements as to why it was necessdoy the LEA to exceedne percent.

PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS

6. Howdoes an ARD committedetermine if a studentmeets the participation requirementgor
STAAR Alternate 2?

ARDcommittees shoulduse a variety oflatasources as they walk through the participation
requirements foISTAAR Alternate Rey sources of data includke student’s fulland initial
individual evaluation (FHE)or reevaluation present levels of academic achievement and functional
performance (PLAAFRInnual academic and furiohal goalsand progressoward those goals.
Other datamayinclude currentparent and teacher observatiorend information.The updated
participation requirements allow the ARD committeeaioalyze the student’s data to rka the
appropriate choiceat eac step of the form.

Additionally, the ARD committee should consider tbbronological agef the studentand the
generalized expectations of that age gronpen making determinationsegardingage
appropriateness

7. Whydo studentswho are identified with aSpecific Learning Disability (SLD) or only a Speech
Impairment (SI) no longer meet thparticipation requirements forSTAAR Alternate 2

The previougparticipation requirements indicated thatudents with only a high incidence
disability, such as an SLD qrligély did notmeetthe participation requirementfor STAAR
Alternate 2.As stakeholderseviewedthe participationrequirements, it became evident thathese
disabilitieson their own donot meet the definition of the mostsignificant cognitivalisabilities

based on the descriptionsf these termsin federal and state lag. To be identified with an SLD, a
students learning problemsre not primarily the result of visual, hearing, or motor disabilities, an
intellectual disability, ammotional disturbance, oanenvironmental, cultural, or economic
disadvantageln addition, Sl is a communication disordbat adverselyaffects a child’s educational
performance.Thesedisabilities in isolation do not align with the state’s definitiofithe most
significant cognitive disabiks and the criteria for participation iSTAAR Alternate 2.

Similarly, an ARD committee should not determassessmenparticipation based solely on other
disability categorie¢e.g., autismpand automatically assume thgudent shouldor shouldnot be
assessed witlSTAAR Alternate 2.
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Frequently Asked Questions

8. Based on the phrases “ongoing adult assistance” and “need for ongoing, individualzeetialized
supports” does a student who demonstrates some level of independence in functional tasks meet

the participation requirement®
It depends. TheARD committeenust considerthe adult
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Frequently Asked Questions

ARD COMMITTEE ACTIONS
12. If an ARD committee determined5TAAR Alternate Rarticipation for the 20232024 school yeaprior
to the updated participation requirements, doeghe student's eligibility haveto be reviewed?

Yes. The ARD committee must review and determine student participation in state assestmeaish
school year. If the ARD committee has already reviewed and deternsiaselssmenparticipation for
the 20232024 school gar using the previous STAAR Alternate 2 participation requireméeits, staff
shouldreview all eligible students to determine if any STAAR Alternate 2 decisions need to be re
evaluated based on the updated participation requirements.

For those studentsvhose participation needs to be 4evaluated based on the updated requirements,
assessment participation decisions may be made through aartteRdmentby agreementn
accordance with 34 CH300.324(a})(i) or a full ARDommittee meeting. Although determination
through the amendment
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Frequently Asked Questions

IMPACT OF CHANGES
16. Canastudentwho no longer meets the participation requirements for SAR Alternate e
“grandfathered” so thatthe student may continue to take STAAR Alternate@ 2

No.
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Frequently Asked Questions

21. Are there any implications on graduation options forsiudent who previously participated in

22.

STAAR Alternate 2 but no longer medhe participation requirements?

No.In accordance witlh9 TAG89.107Q an ARD committeenay determine that satisfactory
performance orarequired EOC assessment is not necessangraduation.

Do students who no longer meet the participation requirements for STAAR Alternate 2 have to
take STAAR EOC assessnsdnt courses they have taken in the past?

No. Sudents are responsible for complyingith state testing requirementdased on their ARD
committee’s decisions$or that particularschool year. Beginning with the 202824 school year,
students who no longer meet the participation requirements for STAAR Alternate 2 willtodalle
STAAR EOC assessments for any courses they are eimdhatihave corresponding EOC
assessmentsAs indicated in 19 TAC §89.10&student’'sARD committee magontinue to
determine that satisfactory performance onr@quired EOCGassessments not necessarfor
graduation.

For example, during the 2022023 school yeama student receiving special education services was
enrolled in English | and met the participation requirements for A Alternate 2The student
complied with his state testing requirements by taking the STAAR Alternate 2 English | EOC
assessment. Now, during the 262824 school yearthe student is enrolled in English Il and no
longer meets the participation requirements for STAAR Alternate 2. The student must take the
STAAR English Il EOC assessment to comply with state testing requireaneiités ARD committee
may determinethat the student does not need to perform satisfactorily on the assessnenieet
graduation requirements.

23. What certification does a teacher need to ensure

StudentAssessment Division
October2023 6


https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=89&rl=1070
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=89&rl=1070
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/certification/teacher-assignment-chart.pdf
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=7&ch=231&rl=701
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210041/Accommodations
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-resources

	BACKGROUND ON UPDATES TO THE PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS
	PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS
	ARD COMMITTEE ACTIONS
	IMPACT OF CHANGES

