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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 

Carol Jenkins and her mother visit the home of Mr. Linden to explore his collection of books. 
Upon a return visit, Carol makes an unusual discovery.  

from  �0�U�����/�L�Q�G�H�Q�¶�V���/�L�E�U�D�U�\ 

by Walter Dean Myers  

1  It looked the same as the book she had handled before, but the ending of the story 

had changed. 

2  Taking a deep breath, she calmed down. There had to be a logical explanation. It 

was as if she had remembered a previous day but had mixed that day with another. 

3   �³�,�¶�P glad to discover another �U�H�D�G�H�U���´ Mr. 
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11  Esteban  told  himself  that  he  had  been  swimming  long  enough.  He had  already  gone  
much  farther  than  anyone  he  knew,  even  farther  than  men  with  strong  legs.  No one  
swam  all  the  way  to  the  island.  Now  he was  nearer  than  he  had  ever  been,  but  it  no  
longer  seemed  important  to  him.  It  was  as if  he  were  swimming  not  for  himself  but  for  
the  dolphin  that  went  before  him  most  of  the  time  but  sometimes  behind  him,  nudging  
him  forward.  

12  He began  breathing  hard,  showing  the  dolphin  how  tired  he  was,  how  afraid  he  was  
to  keep  going  when  he  �Z�D�V�Q�¶�W at  all  sure  of  himself.  He was  not  that  strong  and  had  
already  done  more  than  he  had  ever  done  in  his  life.  He stopped  and  treaded  water  for  
a while,  with  the  dolphin  only  a few  feet  away.  Esteban  felt  that  he  and  the  dolphin  
were  on  a mission  together,  that  they  were  proving  something.  But  what  were  they  
proving,  and  where  would  it  lead?  

13  Again Carol checked the number on the page, even looking at the numbers of the 
pages before and after the one she was reading. She was right; the story had changed. 

It was changing from day to day! The boy in the story was swimming out farther each 

time, and the dolphin swam with him, as if it knew something special about the �E�R�\�¶�V 

mission. But how could the story be different each time she read it? 

14  She grabbed the book she would borrow, holding it with both hands, and carried it 

down to Mr. Linden. 

15   �³�$�K�� George �0�L�O�O�H�U�¶�V travel adventure from the 
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Grade 8 Reading Passage with Extended Constructed 
Response 

Informational Writing Rubric 

Score Point  Organization and Development of Ideas 

3 �x Controlling idea/Thesis is clear and fully developed  

The controlling idea/thesis is clearly identifiable. The focus is consistent 

throughout, creating a response that is unified and easy to follow. 

�x Organization is effective  

A purposeful structure that includes an effective introduction and 
conclusion is evident. The organizational structure is appropriate and 

effectively supports the development of the controlling idea/thesis. The 

sentences, paragraphs, or ideas are logically connected in purposeful and 

highly effective ways. 

�x Evidence is specific, well chosen, and relevant  
The response includes relevant text-based evidence that is clearly 

explained and consistently supports and develops the controlling 

idea/thesis. For pairs in grades 6 through EII, evidence is drawn from 
both texts. The response reflects a thorough understanding of the writing 

purpose. 

�x Expression of ideas is clear and effective  

�7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���Z�R�U�G���F�K�R�L�F�H���L�V���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�����S�X�U�S�R�V�H�I�X�O�����D�Q�G���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H��
response. Almost all sentences and phrases are effectively crafted to 
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1 �x Controlling idea/Thesis is evident but not developed  

A controlling idea/thesis is present but not developed appropriately in 

response to the writing task. 

�x Organization is minimal and/or weak  

An introduction or conclusion may be present. An organizational 

structure that supports logical development is not always evident or is 

not appropriate to the task. 

�x Evidence is insufficient and/or mostly irrelevant  
Little text-based evidence is presented to support the controlling 

idea/thesis, or the evidence presented is mostly extraneous and/or 

repetitious. Explanation of any evidence presented is insufficient and 
may be only vaguely related to the writing task. For pairs in grades 6 

through EII, evidence is drawn from only one text. The response reflects 

a limited understanding of the writing purpose. 

�x Expression of ideas is ineffective  

�7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���Z�R�U�G���F�K�R�L�F�H���L�V���Y�D�J�X�H���R�U���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���D�Q�G���P�D�\���L�P�S�H�G�H���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\��
and clarity of the essay. Sentences and phrases are often ineffective, 

�L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���L�P�S�D�F�W���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K��
and clarity of the message. 

0 �x A controlling idea/thesis may be evident. 

�x The response lacks an introduction and conclusion. An organizational 

structure is not evident. 

�x Evidence is not provided or is irrelevant.  
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Score Point 1 

Response 1 

carols confusion had troubled her sleep and had dreams about the book. noticing the book 

had changed a little made her curious even more and wonder why she remembered the 

change of the book. since there are no mysteries in the world she didnt wanna tell her 
mom because it was her mystery. her curiousness led her down to the library, she went 

on her own because her mom had a bad headache, then she was at the library and she 
wanted to get imformation about the book but hasnt said a word yet but check the book 

out so the man let her in the library alone and just looked at the book and looked away 

from it and found another book and it was interesting that she borrowed it. after she 

asked about the mans book but the way he reacted was priceless 

Organization and Development of Ideas: 1 

�$���W�K�H�V�L�V���L�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�����³�Q�R�W�L�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���K�D�G���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���P�D�G�H���K�H�U���F�X�U�L�R�X�V���H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H��
�D�Q�G���Z�R�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�\���V�K�H���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�´�����E�X�W���Q�R�W���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���L�Q��
response to the writing task. No introduction or conclusion is provided, nor is an 

organizational structure that supports logical development. Explanation of any summarized 

evidence provided is insufficient and is only vaguely related to the writing task at times, 

�Z�K�L�F�K���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���W�K�H���F�O�D�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�V�V�D�J�H�����³�V�K�H���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���K�H�U���R�Z�Q���E�H�F�D�X�V�H her mom had a 

�E�D�G���K�H�D�G�D�F�K�H�´�����³�V�R���W�K�H���P�D�Q���O�H�W���K�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�U�\���D�O�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���M�X�V�W���O�R�R�N�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���D�Q�G��
�O�R�R�N�H�G���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���L�W���D�Q�G���I�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���E�R�R�N���D�Q�G���L�W���Z�D�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���E�R�U�U�R�Z�H�G���L�W�´������
Overall, the response reflects a limited understanding of the writing purpose. 

Conventions: 0 

The writing demonstrates little command of grade-level-appropriate conventions, including 

�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���H�U�U�R�U�V���L�Q���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����³�K�H�U���F�X�U�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V���O�H�G���K�H�U���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�U�\�����V�K�H��
went on her own because her mom had a bad headache, then she was at the library and 

�V�K�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���J�H�W���L�P�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�´�������F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���S�X�Q�F�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���O�D�F�N�V���D�Q�\��
�D�S�R�V�W�U�R�S�K�H�V�����³�F�D�U�R�O�V���´���³�G�L�G�Q�W���´���³�K�D�V�Q�W���´���³�P�D�Q�V�´�����D�Q�G���O�D�F�N�V���D���S�H�U�L�R�G���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�V�W��
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Response 2 

littel kids are just full of joy and life and escpelshuly curiosty they will find anything to do 

when they are bored or curios . but how does itinfulenc you actions like in the story how 

does it infuelns his actons for the eents to lead up to the realution . 

in paragrph 4 he was thinkign abut hes drem he had and why was it so vived and jump at 

you scary and he was wondering why it was about the library and mroe spesifculy about 
�W�K�H���E�R�R�N���K�H���Z�D�V���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���V�R���K�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���J�R���E�D�N�W�R���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�U�\�����T�X�R�W�H���I�R�P���W�K�H���S�D�V�V�H�D�J�´�&arlo 

thought about asking him directly about the book. Perhaps she would start by talking 

about the last book she had borroed .But not at frist ,of coures . first she had to get her 
�K�D�Q�G�V���R�Q���K�L�V���E�R�R�N���D�Q�G���F�K�H�F�N���L�W���R�X�W�����´���W�K�L�V���T�R�X�W�H���W�H�O�O�V���P�H���K�H�V���L�V���J�H�W�W�L�Q���F�Xries about 

thebook and wantting to ask qustens about it to find out why it keeps adding more ot the 

story .  

in paragrph 7 he gets more cureas like what is going on ith this book why does it keep 

adding to the story . a nother qoute that helped me is " Again carlo checked the number 

on the page even looking at the numbers of the pagesbefor and after the one she  
was reading .She was right ; the story had chenged .It was changing from day to  

day !"theseqouet also telles me that she got to she found out that the book was 

changeing and she need to find out why it was 

in concluson you should alway stay curise even if your 100 yers old . 

Organization and Development of Ideas: 2 

�$���W�K�H�V�L�V���L�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K�����³�K�H���Z�D�V���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�\���L�W���Z�D�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�U�\��
and mroe spesifculy about the book he was �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���V�R���K�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���J�R���E�D�N�W�R���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�U�\�´�������$��
�S�X�U�S�R�V�H�I�X�O���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D�Q���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����³�O�L�W�W�H�O���N�L�G�V���D�U�H���M�X�V�W���I�X�O�O���R�I���M�R�\���D�Q�G���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G��
�H�V�F�S�H�O�V�K�X�O�\���F�X�U�L�R�V�W�\���������������E�X�W���K�R�Z���G�R�H�V���L�W�L�Q�I�X�O�H�Q�F���\�R�X���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���O�L�N�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�´�����D�Q�G���D��
�F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�����³�L�Q���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�R�Q���\�R�X���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�O�Z�D�\���V�W�D�\���F�X�U�L�V�H���H�Y�H�Q���L�I���\�R�X�U�����������\�H�U�V���R�O�G�´�����L�V��
present. The writer includes text-based evidence with explanations to support the thesis in 

�W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K�����³ �µ�3�H�U�K�D�S�V���V�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�W�D�U�W���E�\���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���E�R�R�N���V�K�H���K�D�G��
borroed .But not at frist ,of coures . first she had to get her hands on his book and check it 

�R�X�W�����¶���W�K�L�V���T�R�X�W�H���W�H�O�O�V���P�H���K�H�V���L�V���J�H�W�W�L�Q���F�X�U�L�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�E�R�R�N���D�Q�G���Z�D�Q�W�W�L�Q�J���W�R���D�V�N���T�X�V�W�H�Q�V��
�D�E�R�X�W���L�W���W�R���I�L�Q�G���R�X�W���Z�K�\���L�W���N�H�H�S�V���D�G�G�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���R�W���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�´�����D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���S�D�U
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Response 2 

I think Carlos curiosity effected alot of events. One of them being the old black man when 

he heard of the book I say this becuase he was very �E�R�W�K�H�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�H�[�W���L�W���V�W�D�W�H�V���³�7�K�H��
old black man looked quicklt away..... its not a very good book his voice was lower than it 

�K�D�G���E�H�H�Q�����<�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�W���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�´���W�K�D�W�V���D�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�G�V���E�H�F�X�D�V�H���R�I���K�H�U��
curiosity. It also effected her sleep becuase she had this thought that the book was 
�G�L�I�I�U�H�Q�W�����L�Q���W�K�H���W�H�[�W���L�W���V�W�D�W�H�V���³���7�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W���F�D�U�O�R�V���V�O�H�H�S���Z�D�V���G�L�V�W�X�U�E�H�G���E�\���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�G���G�U�H�D�P�V����
Carlos dreamt of sitting on Mr. Lindens libary, questioning him about his life and all the 
books in the libary, Then she awoke and lay in the darkness of her room, thinking of the 

book on the windw seat and how she must have allowed her imagination or some random 

�W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���F�K�Q�D�J�H���W�K�H���Z�D�\���V�K�H���U�H�P�P�H�E�U�H�G���W�K�H���S�D�J�H�´���W�K�L�V���V�K�R�Z�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W��
happends becuase of her curiosity becuase if it was not for the book I feel like she 

wouldnt of had this dream. 

Organization and Development of Ideas: 2 

�$���W�K�H�V�L�V���L�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����³�,���W�K�L�Q�N���&�D�U�O�R�V���F�X�U�L�R�V�L�W�\���H�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���D�O�R�W���R�I���H�Y�H�Q�W�V�´������
An organizational structure that supports logical development is evident, using transitional 

�S�K�U�D�V�H�V���W�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���Z�D�\�V�����³�2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�P���E�H�L�Q�J�´�����³�,�W���D�O�V�R���H�I�I�H�F�W�H�G�´����
�³�W�K�L�V���V�K�R�Z�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���H�Y�H�Q�W�´�������7�K�H���W�K�H�V�L�V���L�V���S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�H�[�W-based evidence and 

�H�[�S�O�D�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����³�2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�P���E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�O�G���E�O�D�F�N���P�D�Q���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���K�H�D�U�G���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���,���V�D�\���W�K�L�V��
�E�H�F�X�D�V�H���K�H���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\���E�R�W�K�H�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�H�[�W���L�W���V�W�D�W�H�V���µ�7�Ke old black man looked quicklt 

away..... its not a very good book his voice was lower than it had been. You wouldnt be 

�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�¶���W�K�D�W�V���D�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�G�V���E�H�F�X�D�V�H���R�I���K�H�U���F�X�U�L�R�V�L�W�\�´�������$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���W�H�[�W-based 

example explains events surrounding her troubled �G�U�H�D�P���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����³�W�K�L�V��
shows another event that happends becuase of her curiosity becuase if it was not for the 

�E�R�R�N���,���I�H�H�O���O�L�N�H���V�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�W���R�I���K�D�G���W�K�L�V���G�U�H�D�P�´�������(�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���L�G�H�D�V���L�V���E�D�V�L�F�����D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G��
choice is sometimes general. The response reflects partial understanding of the writing 

purpose. 

Conventions: 1 

The writing demonstrates inconsistent command of grade-level-appropriate conventions, 

including limited use of correct sentence structure as the second sentence is a run-on, and 

some text-based quotations in the response lack a necessary period or comma at the end  

���³ �µ�<�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�W���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�¶���W�K�D�W�V���D�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�G�V���E�H�F�X�D�V�H���R�I���K�H�U���F�X�U�L�R�V�L�W�\�´������
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Response 3 

�&�D�U�R�O�¶�V���F�X�U�L�R�V�L�W�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V���K�H�U���W�R���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�\���Z�H�U�H���V�K�H���K�D�G���K�H�U���G�U�H�D�P���D�Q�G���J�R���F�K�H�F�N��
out the book. Carol is curisoity also allows her to find the book and start to read it but 

somthing is wrong with the book, Carol is in disbleif. 

 �&�D�U�R�O�¶�V���K�H�D�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���O�L�E�H�U�\���D�I�W�H�U���K�H�U���G�U�H�D�P���O�D�V�W���Q�L�J�K�W���W�R���I�L�Q�G���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���E�X�W���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H��
get there it a wired feeling but that dosent stop her. When she find the book and start to 

read it somthing wired is happing with the book it changing this put her into shock. In 
�S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K���������L�V���V�W�D�W�V���³�$�J�D�L�Q���&�D�U�R�O���F�K�H�F�N�H�G���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�Q���W�K�H���S�D�J�H�����H�Y�H�Q���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H��
numbers of the pages before and after the one she was reading. She was right the story 

�K�D�G���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G�´�������)�U�R�P�����������%�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���H�G�L�Y�F�Q�H�G���V�K�R�Z�Q���V�K�H���Z�D�V���V�R���F�X�U�L�R�V�X���W�R find the 
book that  she went to the libary the next day to find the book. But that not all she also 

found out that the book had been changing from day to day. 

 �$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W���&�D�U�R�O�¶�V���F�X�U�W�R�V�L�W�\���K�D�G���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V���K�H�U���W�R���D�V�N���0�U�����/�L�Q�G�H�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
book that he was reading. But at that moment a Old black man acted wired when they 
�E�R�U�X�J�K�W���X�S���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���K�H���Z�D�V���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�����2�Q���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K���������L�W���V�W�D�W�H�V���³���7�K�H���R�O�G���E�O�D�F�N���P�D�Q��
looked quickly away. For a long moment the room was engulfed in silence. In the 
distance, barely audible, the gentle lapping of the low tide on graveled shore came 

�U�K�\�W�K�P�L�F�D�O�O�\�����³�,�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���D���Y�H�U�\���J�R�R�G���E�R�R�N�´�������)�U�R�P�����������%�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���W�H�[�W���H�Y�G�L�F�Q�H�G���V�K�R�Z�Q��
the man started to act super wired when they brought up th book that Mr. Linden was 
reading. The man told him that the book was not good and in the distance the sound of 

�R�F�H�D�Q���Z�D�Y�H�V���Z�D�V���K�H�U�H���D�O�E�H�����L�I���F�D�U�R�O�¶�V���F�X�U�L�R�V�W�L�\���W�R���D�V�N���W�K�D�W���T�H�V�W�L�R�Q���Q�H�Y�H�U�\���N�L�F�N�H�G���L�Q���W�K�D�W��
wired incounter would have never happened.  

 



Grade 8 Reading Language Arts 
Constructed-Response Scoring Guide 

 

Texas Education Agency 

Student Assessment Division 

2024 19 

  

Organization and Development of Ideas: 3 

�7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���W�K�H���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�H�V�L�V���W�K�D�W���³�&�D�U�R�O�¶�V���F�X�U�W�R�V�L�W�\���E�U�L�Q�J���K�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���O�L�E�H�U�W�\���M�X�V�W���W�R��
�H�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���L�Q���K�H�U���G�U�H�D�P�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���L�Q���K�H�U���P�L�Q�G�´���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�Q�D�O���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K�����7�K�H���I�R�F�X�V���L�V��
consistent throughout the writing, creating a response that is unified and consistent. A 

purposeful structure that includes an effective introduction and conclusion is evident. The 

sentences, paragraphs, and ideas are connected in purposeful ways, and the response 

includes multiple examples of relevant text

ee 
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Response 2 

 Curiosity can add a lot a story, it could even change the whole plot. I believe 

Carols curiosity influnced the events of the story by adding suspence and making her go 

to actully get the book. 

 The story had a more eventful outcome due to the suspence. This is because in the 

�V�W�R�U�\���D�I�W�H�U���G�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���V�K�H���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���D�J�L�Q�V�W���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���K�H�U���P�R�P���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���³�W�K�H�U�H��
�Z�H�U�H���Q�R���P�\�V�W�H�U�\�V���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G���´���D�Q�G���V�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�L�V���D���P�\�V�W�H�U�\�����7�K�L�V���V�S�D�U�N�H�G���K�H�U��
curiosity about the book. And it made it more suspenseful to the reader because they 
�G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���V�K�H�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���G�R���D�E�R�X�W���L�W�����7�K�L�V���L�V���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V�����³�K�H�U��
�P�\�V�W�H�U�W�\�����D�Q�G���V�K�H���U�D�W�K�H�U���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���W�K�H���F�X�U�L�R�X�V�H�V�Q�H�V�V���R�I���L�W���D�O�O���´ 

 �:�K�H�Q���Z�D�W�F�K�L�J���D���V�F�D�U�\���P�R�Y�L�H���D�Q�G���\�R�X���J�H�W���W�K�D�W���³�G�R�Q�W���J�R���L�Q�´���W�K�H�U�H���F�K�L�O�O�����W�K�D�W��
happens because in the story/ movie the main charter has curisoty. In this story Carol 

decides to go into the libray all alone at nght to see if the book she dreamed about actully 
exsisted. Then she crept through the sighlet dark libray to find it just the way it was in 

�K�H�U���G�U�H�D�P�����7�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���V�D�\�V�����³�I�L�U�V�W���V�K�H���K�D�G���W�R���J�H�W���K�H�U���K�D�Q�G�V���R�Q���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���W�K�D�W���D�Z�D�L�W�H�G���K�H�U���´ 

 I believe in the excerpt the main charter, Carol, influnced the events in the story 
by, not telling her mom about her dream and just going to check out the book insted of 

asking. 
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Score Point 5 

Response 1 

 �&�D�U�R�O�¶�V���F�X�U�L�R�X�V�L�W�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���P�D�G�H���K�H�U���U�H�D�O�O�\���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���I�L�J�X�U�H���R�X�W��
the secrets of the book, and if it actually was changing and being manipulated. If she was 

�Q�R�W���F�X�U�L�R�X�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�¶�V���H�Q�G�L�Q�J�����L�W���Z�R�X�O�G�¶�Y�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q���K�H�U���Q�R�W���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W��
�W�U�X�H�O�\���L�V���K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�¶�V���H�Q�G�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���D�V�V�X�P�H���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���Z�D�V���M�X�V�W��
dreaming. 

 �7�K�L�V���L�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K�������Z�K�H�Q���L�W���T�X�R�W�H�V�����³�&�D�U�R�O���Z�D�V���G�U�H�D�P�W���R�I���V�L�W�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���0�U����
�/�L�Q�G�H�Q�¶�V���O�L�E�U�D�U�\�����T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���K�L�P���D�E�R�X�W���K�L�V���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�U�\�����7�K�H�Q���V�K�H��
awoke and lay in the darkness of her room, thinking of the book on the window seat and 
how she must have allowed her imagination or some random thought to change the way 

�V�K�H���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���S�D�J�H���´���D�Q�G���L�Q���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K���������³�$�O�O���W�K�L�Q�J�V���P�D�G�H���V�H�Q�V�H�����7�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���Q�R��
mysteries in the real world. She thought of mentioning the book to her mother but 

de�F�L�G�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���L�W�����,�W���Z�D�V���K�H�U���P�\�V�W�H�U�\�����D�Q�G���V�K�H���U�D�W�K�H�U���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���W�K�H���F�X�U�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V���R�I���L�W���D�O�O���´ 

 This evidence supports my answer because her thoughts and curiousness on the 
book made her dream about it. She was very confused and was laying down thinking that 

she was being mistaken and that some random thought was manipulating her mind. This 

small event was one example of how she started to become curious about the book.  The 
second piece of evidence also supports my claim because she was enjoying being curious 

about it, and that all things were supposed to make sense, but for some reason it was 

different. She wants to figure out her mystery and even decided to not tell her mother. 

Organization and Development of Ideas: 3 

�7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���W�K�H���F�O�H�D�U���D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�D�E�O�H���W�K�H�V�L�V���W�K�D�W���³�&�D�U�R�O�¶�V���F�X�U�L�R�X�V�L�W�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H��
story because it made her really want to figure out the secrets of the book, and if it actually 

�Z�D�V���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���E�H�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�L�S�X�O�D�W�H�G���´���7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���V�W�U�H�Qgthen the thesis by 

�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���L�G�H�D�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�V�V�D�\�����³�,�I���V�K�H��
�Z�D�V���Q�R�W���F�X�U�L�R�X�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�¶�V���H�Q�G�L�Q�J�����L�W���Z�R�X�O�G�¶�Y�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q���K�H�U���Q�R�W���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W��
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Condition Code: Off Topic 

During the scoring process, the Automatic Scoring Engine (ASE) assigns a �³�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���F�R�G�H�´��
to student responses that are determined to be non-scorable by the ASE. The following 

student responses included language patterns that reflected an off-topic response and 

received the associated condition code. Responses that do not address the prompt receive a 

score of zero. 

Response 1 
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Grade 8 Reading Short Constructed Response 

Prompt 

Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the box provided. 

Based on the �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K�V�������W�K�U�R�X�J�K�������R�I���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���³�&�D�P�H�U�D�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
�&�R�X�U�W�U�R�R�P���´���Z�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���O�L�N�H�O�\���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�K�H���-�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���F�D�P�H�U�D�V��
in courtrooms after 2015? Support your answer with evidence from the article. 

Item-Specific Rubric 

Score: 2 

Exemplar:  
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Score: 1 

Partial Credit 

�$���S�D�U�W�L�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�´�P�D�\�´�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�´�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H����
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H�´�D�Q�V�Z�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�G�����R�U���Q�R���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���L�V��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���´�´�� 

�$���S�D�U�W�L�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���P�D�\�´�F�L�W�H���R�U���S�D�U�D�S�K�U�D�V�H���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���W�H�[�W���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���G�R�H�V��
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Sample Student Responses 

Score Point 0 

Response 1 

As long as cmeras were kept hiiden awqy the people in the cousrt were alowed to have 

them. 

In this response, the writer does not accurately state a reason the Judicial Conference 

�E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���F�D�P�H�U�D�V���L�Q���F�R�X�U�W�U�R�R�P�V���D�I�W�H�U���������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���³�$�V���O�R�Q�J���D�V���F�P�H�U�D�V���Z�H�U�H��
�N�H�S�W���K�L�L�G�H�Q���D�Z�T�\���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�V�U�W���Z�H�U�H���D�O�R�Z�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�P�´���L�V���Q�R�W���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
article. In addition, no relevant evidence is provided from the article. 

Response 2 

Response410.882
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Score Point 1 

Response 1 

A second pilot study ran and had more court room have cameras in them, they are hoping 

to expand the number. 

�,�Q���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�W�L�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���S�D�U�D�S�K�U�D�V�H�V���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���W�H�[�W���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����³�$���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�L�O�R�W��
study ran and had more court room have cameras in them, they are hoping to expand the 

�Q�X�P�E�H�U�´�������K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\���V�W�D�W�H���D���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�K�H���-�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���&�R�Qference 

began to allow cameras in courtrooms after 2015. 

Response 2 

�³�L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O�R�Z���M�X�G�J�H�V���L�Q���D�O�O���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���F�R�X�U�W���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�U�H�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�H�U�P�L�W���H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F���P�H�G�L�D��
�F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H���Z�K�L�O�H���V�D�I�H���J�X�U�G�L�Q�J���G�X�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�F�\���´ 

�,�Q���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�W�L�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���F�L�W�H�V���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�����³�L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O�R�Z��
judges in all federal court the discretion to permit electronic media coverage while safe 

�J�X�U�G�L�Q�J���G�X�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�F�\�´�����E�X�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W��accurately state a reason the Judicial 

Conference began to allow cameras in courtrooms after 2015. 

Response 3 

The reason the Judicial Conference began to allow cameras was that they wanted to show 
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Response 4 

I think the most likely reason the Judicial Conference began allowing cameras in 

courtrooms is because it allowed the public to be shown that justice is being served. This 
means that the court is being fair to everyone and people whom have done bad things are 

�J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���L�W�����,�W���V�D�\�V���W�K�L�V���L�V���S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K�������Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���V�D�\�V���³�6�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���R�I��
the program argued that cameras would allow the public to see that justice was being 

�V�H�U�Y�H�G���´ 

In this complete response, the writer accurately states a reason the Judicial Conference 

�E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���F�D�P�H�U�D�V���L�Q���F�R�X�U�W�U�R�R�P�V���D�I�W�H�U���������������³�L�W���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�R���E�H���V�K�R�Z�Q���W�K�D�W��
justice is being served. This means that the court is being fair to everyone and people 

�Z�K�R�P���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���E�D�G���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���L�W�´�������7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U���W�K�H�Q���F�L�W�H�V��
�U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�H�[�W�����³�6�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�U�J�X�H�G���W�K�D�W���F�D�P�H�U�D�V���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H��
�S�X�E�O�L�F���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���Z�D�V���E�H�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�H�G�´�������� 
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Grade 8 Writing Short Constructed Response 

Passage: �³The Painters of Paradise�  ́

Original Paragraph: 

�����������)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F���&�K�X�U�F�K���Z�D�V���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���R�I���&�R�O�H�¶�V�����������������+�H���S�D�L�Q�W�H�G���1�L�D�J�D�U�D���)�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G��later 

headed to South America in search of stunning vistas.  (24) Susie Barstow loved to climb 



Grade 8 Reading Language Arts 
Constructed-Response Scoring Guide 

 

Texas Education Agency 

Student Assessment Division 

2024 34 

  

Sample Student Responses 



 

35 


	Grade 8 Reading Language Arts Constructed-Response Scoring Guide Spring 2024
	General Information
	Grade 8 Reading Passage with Extended Constructed Response and Short Constructed Response
	Grade 8 Reading Extended Constructed Response
	Prompt

	Grade 8 Reading Passage with Extended Constructed Response
	Informational Writing Rubric
	Sample Student Responses
	Score Point 0
	Response 1
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 0
	Conventions: 0

	Response 2
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 0
	Conventions: 0


	Score Point 1
	Response 1
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 1
	Conventions: 0

	Response 2
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 1
	Conventions: 0


	Score Point 2
	Response 1
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 1
	Conventions: 1

	Response 2
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 2
	Conventions: 0


	Score Point 3
	Response 1
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 1
	Conventions: 2

	Response 2
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 2
	Conventions: 1

	Response 3
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 3
	Conventions: 0


	Score Point 4
	Response 1
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 2
	Conventions: 2

	Response 2
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 3
	Conventions: 1


	Score Point 5
	Response 1
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 3
	Conventions: 2

	Response 2
	Organization and Development of Ideas: 3
	Conventions: 2



	Condition Code: Off Topic
	Response 1
	Response 2


	Passage 1: Cameras in the Courtroom
	Grade 8 Reading Short Constructed Response
	Prompt
	Item-Specific Rubric
	Score: 2
	Score: 1
	Score: 0

	Sample Student Responses
	Score Point 0
	Response 1
	Response 2
	Response 3
	Response 4

	Score Point 1
	Response 1
	Response 2
	Response 3
	Response 4

	Score Point 2
	Response 1
	Response 2
	Response 3
	Response 4




	Grade 8 Writing Short Constructed Response
	Grade 8 Writing Short Constructed Response
	Passage: “The Painters of Paradise”
	Prompt
	Item-Specific Rubric
	Score: 1
	Score: 0

	Sample Student Responses
	Score Point 0
	Response 1
	Response 2
	Response 3
	Response 4

	Score Point 1
	Response 1
	Response 2
	Response 3
	Response 4






