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Option C is 
correct 

In line 6, Mom says, “Grandpa is doing me a big 
favor by spending the day with you.” The context 
clues “doing” and “by spending the day” help the 
reader understand that the word favor, in this 
instance, means “a kind act.” 

Option A is 
incorrect 

In line 6, Mom says, “I really must get these 
errands done.” There is no context to indicate 
that Mom is looking for “popularity or support.” 

Option B is 
incorrect 

In line 6, Mom says, “Grandpa is doing me a big 
favor by spending the day with you.” There is no 
context to support the idea that Mom asks for 
“special permission” from either Grandpa Sam or 
Jude. 

Option D is 
incorrect 

In line 6, Mom says, “Not too long, but I really 
must get these errands done. Grandpa is doing 
me a favor by spending the day with you.” There 
is no context to support the idea that favor 
means “a special gift” in this instance. 
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Option B is 
correct 

Grandpa Sam tells Jude to “come over here and 
look” (line 25) at an old home movie camera he 
has found that is like the one his family had when 
he was Jude’s age. He then shows Jude how the 
camera works. This supports the idea that 
Grandpa Sam is eager to share a special moment 
with Jude. 

Option D is 
correct 

In line 20, Grandpa Sam tells Jude: “When I was 
about your age, my parents had a film camera 
just like this. It was a lifetime ago when I last 
saw one of these.” Grandpa Sam continues to 
examine the old camera and explains how it 
works to Jude, which supports the idea that 
Grandpa Sam enjoys being reminded of the past. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

In lines 20 through 27, Grandpa Sam shows Jude 
an old home movie camera like the one his family 
had when he was Jude’s age. However, there is 
no evidence to support the idea that Grandpa 
Sam wants Jude to learn how to make movies. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

In lines 20 through 27, Grandpa Sam and Jude 
examine the movie camera, but there is no 
mention of Grandpa Sam and Jude making 
movies with the camera. 

Option E is 
incorrect 

It 
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Option B is 
correct 

The conflict of the play arises when Grandpa Sam 
wants to spend time with Jude but Jude is 
uninterested. This is supported in line 7, when 
Grandpa Sam says, “It’s been a long time since 
we spent time, just the two of us,” and in line 13, 
when Jude replies that he’s “not really 
interested.” The resolution comes in line 43, after 
Grandpa Sam and Jude have 
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Option B is 
correct 

Grandpa Sam tells Jude he has some old film at 
his house (line 31), and Jude replies, “I wish we 
could go look for it now!” (line 32). Afterward, 
Grandpa Sam “has the old camera in his hand 
and is paying.” He then hands Jude the camera 
and says, “This is for you” (lines 41–42). These 
events indicate that Jude will most likely use the 
camera to make a movie with Grandpa Sam. 



STAAR Spring 2024 Grade 3 Reading Language Arts Rationales 

Item 
Position 

Rationale 

8 

Option C is 
correct 

In paragraph 16, Rachel states in a letter to her 
sister that “Grandma showed me the most 
incredible thing,” and “I can’t wait to show them 
to you next time we visit Grandma!” This 
indicates that Rachel is grateful to Grandma for 
showing her the fireflies. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

Although Rachel is excited about seeing fireflies 
with Grandma, there is no indication that Rachel 
hopes to become like Grandma. 
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Option D is 
correct 

A synonym for floating in paragraph 9 is drifting. 
The words climbing, darting, and dancing are all 
context clues to let the reader know that the 
fireflies are drifting around in the night sky. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

Although the fact that the fireflies “flash on and 
off, floating and climbing, darting, and dancing” 
might suggest that the fireflies are breathing, the 
word breathing is not a synonym for floating. 

Option B is 
incorrect 

In paragraph 9, it is Grandma and Rachel who 
“follow the lights deeper in the woods” and 
Grandma who “turns off her flashlight” so that 
they can watch the forest as it “shimmers as if 
it’s full of stars.” This supports the idea that 
Grandma and Rachel, not the fireflies, are 
watching. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

The words climbing, darting, and dancing are 
context clues to help the reader understand that 
the word floating means drifting. There is no 
context to support the idea that a synonym for 
floating is laughing. 
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Option C is 
correct 

The term point of view refers to the person telling 
or narrating a piece of writing. Since there are 
only two characters in the story—Grandma and 
Rachel—and they are both 
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Option B is 
correct 

In paragraph 1, the author states that “although 
[wind instruments] make a sound, music was not 
their only purpose.” The author goes on to 
discuss different uses for wind instruments in 
paragraphs 2 through 7. In the final paragraph, 
the author concludes with “Instruments have 
many different uses.” Based on this information, 
the reader can conclude that the central idea of 
the article is that wind instruments can be used 
for different reasons. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

The author gives details about “marching flutes” 
and “marching instruments” in paragraph 5, but 
there is no mention of marching-band 
instruments or marching bands anywhere else in 
the article. Therefore, it cannot be the central 
idea of the article that marching bands have a 
long history. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

In paragraph 6, the author mentions that people 
“painted instruments,” but the idea that conch 
shells were brightly painted is not supported and 
is not the central idea of the article. 

Option D is 
incorrect 

The author states in paragraph 2 that conch 
shells “were used to communicate, or talk, with 
other people” and in paragraph 7 that artists 
“were inspired by folktales. Pictures from stories 
came to l
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Option C is 
correct 

In the section “A Beautiful Sight,” the author 
says that “people became creative with making 
instruments.” The author describes how people 
created instruments: they “carved,” “melted,” 
“painted,” and “molded,” and the author states, 
“Artists carved dragons with open mouths.” This 
information is included to support the idea that 
instruments were used for art. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

In the section “
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Option A is 
correct 

The author of “More Than Air” supports the idea 
that some groups of people have special ways of 
sending messages through sound in paragraph 3, 
in which the author states that “island fisherfolk 
used conch shells to let people know they were 
arriving with fresh fish” and that blowing through 
a conch shell “would let people know when new 
visitors were coming.” The ideas presented in 
“More Than Air” show how people communicate 
through sound much as fireflies communicate 
through light. 

Option B is 
incorrect 

Although the author of “More Than Air” mentions 
in paragraph 7 that “wood whistles were shaped 
like little birds” and “artists carved dragons with 
open mouths,” these ideas do not support the 
idea that people can learn to send messages by 
listening to the sounds of animals. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

In paragraph 7, the author of “More Than Air” 
states that “artists carved dragons with open 
mouths,” and in paragraph 1, the author says 
thah 
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Option A is 
correct 

In the story from A Forest Full of Stars, Grandma 
takes Rachel to see fireflies. “‘They’re talking to 
one another,’ Grandma says. ‘They talk with 
light’” (paragraph 10). In the article “More Than 
Air,” the author explains that conch shells “were 
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Option B is 
correct 

In the story from A Forest Full of Stars, the idea 
that imagination helps Rachel feel close to her 
family members is supported by    Rachel 
imagining writing a letter to her sister to tell her 
all about the fireflies she saw (paragraph 16). In 
the article “More Than Air,” the idea that people 
express what they imagine through carvings is 
evidenced in paragraph 7 when the author says 
that “wood whistles were shaped like birds” 
and “artists carved dragons with open mouths.” 

Option A is 
incorrect 

In the story from A Forest Full of Stars, Rachel 
does not consider imagination to be a fun game, 
and in the article “More Than Air,” the topic of 
work is not discussed. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

In the story from A Forest Full of Stars, Rachel is 
uncertain about where Grandma is taking her 
(paragraphs 2–5), but she is not uncertain about 
how to use her imagination. In the article “More 
Than Air,” the author says that “people became 
creative” (paragraph 6), which implies the use of 
imagination, but it does not support the idea that 
people are sure that imagination will be good for 
them. 

Option D is 
incorrect 

In the story from 
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Option C is 
correct 

The author’s use of the phrase “live in soil” in 
paragraph 6 is a context clue that helps the 
reader understand that the word burrowing 
means “to dig a hole or tunnel in soil.” 

Option A is 
incorrect 

The author’s use of the phrase “brings life to 
Earth” in paragraph 5 helps the reader 
understand that plants need soil to find food and 
water, but it does not help the reader understand 
what the word burrowing means. 

Option B is 
incorrect 

The author’s use of the phrase “water and food” 
in paragraph 5 helps the reader know what plants 
use soil for. However, the phrase cannot help the 
reader understand the meaning of the word 
burrowing. 

Option D is 
incorrect 

The author’s use of the phrase “could not live 
without” helps the reader understand that many 
animals need soil in order to survive. However, it 
does not help the reader determine the meaning 
of the word burrowing. 
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Option B is 
correct 

In paragraphs 10 through 12, the author explains 
that soil contains humus. The author says, 
“Humus might not sound tasty to you, but it’s 
like food for plants!” (paragraph 12). Therefore, 
the detail that soil has humus in it supports the 
key idea that soil helps plants live. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

The author provides the detail that soil is created 
over time most likely to help the reader 
understand how soil is formed, not to support the 
key idea that soil helps plants live. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

According to the details in paragraph 15, clay is 
one of the three types of “tiny rocks” that make 
up soil. Therefore, the statement “
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Option A is 
correct 

The author includes the chart most likely to show 
how each kind of soil is different from the others, 
since descriptions of each type of soil are 
provided as well as common characteristics. 

Option B is 
incorrect 

The chart does not contain information about 
how soil is made. It contains characteristics of 
and information about each type of soil. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

The chart does not include information to show 
which animals like soil. Instead, the author 
includes a description of and information about 
each type of soil. 

t 
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Option B is 
correct 

In the section “Kinds of Soil,” the author states 
that “s
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Option D is 
correct 

In this sentence, the writer effectively captures 
the central idea of the paper—that dePaola is a 
famous American author who is loved by many 
readers. 
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Option C is 
correct 

This revision is best because it places the verb’s 
object (“awards”) after the verb (“won”), which 
makes the sentence clear and effective. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

This sentence is confusing because it implies 
that dePaola won books as well as awards, 
which is incorrect.  

Option B is 
incorrect 

This revision is confusing and awkward because 
it separates the verb from its object and 
needlessly repeats the modifier “some.” 

Option D is 
incorrect 

Revising the sentence in this way creates a 
confusing and awkward sentence that repeats 
information. 
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Option B is 
correct 
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Option D is 
correct 

A topic sentence introduces a paragraph by 
presenting the topic that will be the focus of 
that paragraph. With this sentence, Archie 
effectively introduces the events described in 
the fourth paragraph, in which Archie and his 
mother are assembling the pizzas. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

In the fourth paragraph, Archie describes the 
steps involved in making the pizzas. A sentence 
about the time that he usually eats dinner is not 
a good way to introduce these steps. 

Option B is 
incorrect 

The claim that cooking is one of Archie’s 
favorite hobbies does not introduce the events 
that will be the focus of this paragraph, so it is 
not an effective topic sentence. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

This paragraph is not about other times Mom 
and Archie made a dinner plan, so this is not an 
effective topic sentence. 
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Option A is 
correct 

“Delicious” is a more effective word than “fine” 
because it describes the taste of the pizza. 

Option B is 
incorrect 

The word “famous” means well-known. The 
information in this story does not suggest that 
many other people know about this pizza, so 
this is not an effective replacement for “fine.” 

Option C is 
incorrect 

“Uncommon” can mean rare, and there is no 
indication that Archie would be pleased to learn 
that this pizza was rare. 

Option D is 
incorrect 

The word “pleasing” does not add information 
about what Archie learns regarding his pizza. It 
merely echoes “I was pleased,” which makes it 
unnecessary. 
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Option D is 
correct 

The sentence in the passage is not a complete 
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Option B is 
correct 

“Hottest” is the correct superlative form of the 
adjective “hot.” A superlative adjective is a 
descriptive word that conveys the idea of 
having the most of a particular quality. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

The present-tense verb “is” is correct in this 
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Option A is 
correct 
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Option C is 
correct 

Subject–verb agreement occurs when the 
subject and the verb of a sentence agree in 
number. Changing “smell” to “smells” corrects 
the subject–verb agreement error in this 
sentence. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

Changing “releases” to “releasing” would create 
a verb–form error. 

Option B is 
incorrect 

The comma is correctly used to separate the 
two independent clauses, or two complete 
thoughts, in a compound sentence. It should 
not be removed. 

Option D is 
incorrect 

The word “fish” does not need to be capitalized 
because it is not a proper noun. 
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Option B is 
correct 

A comma after “people” is necessary in this 
sentence because two independent clauses are 
joined by the conjunction “but.” This change 
results in a correctly written compound 
sentence. 

Option A is 
incorrect 

The correct spelling of the preposition being 
used in this clause is “for.” It should not be 
replaced by its homophone “four,” which 
represents a number. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

The correct form of the pronoun in this 
sentence is “I,” so it should not be changed. 

Option D is 
incorrect 

The apostrophe in “wasn’t” is correctly placed in 
the contraction. 
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Option A is 
correct 

There is no reason for “fall” to be capitalized. It 
is not a proper noun. 

Option B is 
incorrect 

The word “filled” is the correct past-tense 
spelling of the verb “fill” in this sentence. The 
word “filed” has a different meaning. 

Option C is 
incorrect 

“Snuggeled” is not the correct spelling of -16 (84 (S)1 (nugge)-7 (l)1 (e)-7.1 (d” )-14 (i)1 (5d”)-4  u37.882-2 gu7)79>BDC 
t
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