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in the reporting year. SAT results for the United 

States include international students (L. Sveda, 

personal communication, June 23, 2023). In 

March 2016, the College Board began admin-

istering a redesigned version of the SAT. Re-

sults reported by the College Board and 

presented in this report for class of 2016 grad-

uates include only students who took the previ-

ous version of the SAT. In Texas, only a small 

percentage of class of 2016 graduating seniors 

took the redesigned SAT. Beginning with class 

of 2017 graduates, results reported by the Col-

lege Board and presented in this report include 

only students who took the redesigned SAT. 
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SAT and ACT Participation in Texas and the United States 

¶ In Texas, 278,151 public and nonpublic high school graduates in the class of 2023 took the SAT, and 

88,670 took the ACT (Table 1 on this page and Table 2 on page 4). Nationally, 1,913,742 graduates 

took the SAT, and 1,386,335 took the ACT. 

¶ SAT examinees in Texas made up 14.5 percent of all examinees in the United States. ACT examinees 

in Texas made up 6.4 percent of all ACT examinees in the United States. 

¶ In Texas, 71 percent of public and nonpublic high school graduates in the class of 2023 took the SAT, 

and 23 percent took the ACT. Across the United States, 50 percent of graduates took the SAT, and 37 

percent took the ACT. 

¶ Between the classes of 2022 and 2023, SAT participation rates increased by 7 percentage points in 

Texas and by 4 percentage points in the United States. ACT participation rates increased by 1 per-

centage point each in Texas and in the United States. 

Table 1 
SAT Participation, Texas and the United States, Class of 2013 Through 
Class of 2023 

 
 
Class 

 
Texas  

examinees 

 
U.S.  

examinees 

Texas  
participation rate  

(%) 

U.S.  
participation rate  

(%) 

2013 172,870 1,660,047 59 50 

2014 179,036 1,672,395 62 52 

2015 193,768 1,698,521 64 52 

2016 196,028 1,637,589 64 50 

2017 204,409 1,715,481 62 51 

2018 226,374 2,136,539 66 62 

2019 236,665 2,220,087 68 64 

2020 252,019 2,198,460 73 65 

2021 225,685 1,509,133 59 40 

2022 243,410 1,737,678 64 46 

2023 278,151 1,913,742 71 50 

Source. Primary data from College Board (see, e.g., College Board, 2023a, 2023b) and Western Interstate Commission 
for Higher Education (WICHE) (see, e.g., WICHE, 2020). 

Note. Data are based on public and nonpublic school examinees. Results for the class of 2016 include data only for 
students who took the SAT before March 2016. Beginning with the class of 2017, results include data only for students 
who took the redesigned SAT. 

  



4 College Admissions Testing Results for Graduating Seniors in Texas and the United States, Class of 2023 

Table 2 
ACT Participation, Texas and the United States, Class of 2013 Through 
Class of 2023 

 
 
Class 

 
Texas  

examinees 

 
U.S.  

examinees 

Texas  
participation rate  

(%) 

U.S.  
participation rate  

(%) 

2013 109,841 1,799,243 37 54 

2014 116,547 1,845,787 40 
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Table 3 
SAT Performance, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender, Texas and the United 
States, Class of 2017 Through Class of 2023 

 
 
 
Group 

Average 
Texas  
ERWa  
score 

Average 
U.S.  

ERW 



College Admissions Testing Results for Graduating Seniors in Texas and the United States, Class of 2023 7 

Table 3 (continued) 
SAT Performance, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender, Texas and the United 
States, Class of 2017 Through Class of 
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Table 4 
ACT Performance, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender, Texas and the United States, Class of 2013 
Through
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Table 4
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Table 4 (continued) 
ACT Performance, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender, Texas and the United States, Class of 2013 
Through Class of 2023 

 
 
 
Group 

Average  
Texas  

English  
score 

Average  
U.S.  

English  
score 

Average  
Texas  
math  
score 

Average  
U.S.  
math  
score 

Average  
Texas  

reading  
score 

Average  
U.S.  

reading  
score 

Average  
Texas  

science  
score 

Average  
U.S.  

science  
score 

Average  
Texas  

composite  
score 

Average  
U.S.  

composite  
score 
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SAT and ACT Examinee Populations in Texas and the United States 

¶ In T 



College Admissions Testing Results for Graduating Seniors in Texas and the United States, Class of 2023 15 

Table 6
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SAT and ACT Participation and Performance by State 

¶ SAT and ACT participation rates varied considerably across states and the District of Columbia  

(Table 9 on page 18 and Table 10 on page 20). For the class of 2023, rates of SAT participation 

ranged from 1 percent to 100 percent, and rates of ACT participation ranged from 2 percent to  

100 percent. In Texas, the SAT participation rate was 71 percent, and the ACT participation rate  

was 23 percent. 
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Table 9 
SAT Participation and Performance, by State, Class of 2023 

 
 
State 

 
Participation rate  

(%) 

Average  
ERWa  
score 

Average  
math  
score 

Average  
total  

score 

Mississippi 1 601 583 1184 

Nebraska 1 631 621 1252 

North Dakota 1 652 634 1287 

South Dakota 1 605 602 1208 

Wyoming 1 604 596 1200 

Arkansas 2 610 582 1192 

Iowa 2 610 598 1208 

Kansas 2 626 619 1245 

Kentucky 2 616 592 1208 

Utah 2 621 618 1239 

Wisconsin 2 615 621 1236 

Alabama 3 592 570 1161 

Louisiana 3 611 583 1194 

Minnesota 3 601 599 1201 

Missouri 3 603 588 1191 

Tennessee 4 606 585 1191 

Montana 5 607 586 1193 

Nevada 6 591 576 1166 

Arizona 11 596 587 1183 

Ohio 18 525 519 1044 

Oklahoma 18 486 468 953 

North Carolina 24 570 557 1127 

Oregon 24 574 551 1125 

California 25 546 536 1083 

Alaska 30 553 529 1082 

Hawaii 30 565 549 1114 

Washington 37 549 532 1081 

Maine 38 551 529 1080 

Vermont 45 563 536 1099 

Pennsylvania 48 547 531 1078 

Source. Primary data from College Board (n.d.). 

Note. Data are based on public and nonpublic school examinees. See College Admissions Testing General Information, 
Class of 2023 (TEA, forthcoming-a), for additional information. Because of rounding, the average scores on the  
evidence-based reading and writing and mathematics sections of the examination may not sum to the average  
total scores. 

aEvidence-based reading and writing. 

continues 
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Table 10 (continued) 
ACT Participation and Performance, by State, Class of 2023 

 
 
State 

 
Participation rate  

(%) 

Average  
English  

score 

Average  
math  
score 
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