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the Credib ility of Sources 

All importanl task of the social scienlist is lo determine whelher information 
in a source is verifiable. This means the information can be proven by 
evidence. Evidence is somelll ing that shows proof or an indication that 
something is tru e. Evidence could be in the form of material objects, such as 
a soldier's uniform or artifacts fro m an archaeological dig. Other evidence 
may appear in hislorical documents or written materials. 

Statistical data is another type of evidence. The data may be provided in 
data tables or in ch arts, graphs, and diagrams. Many subject areas in social 
studies use charts, graphs, and diagrams lo provide deta iled statistical r
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The Writing Process 

Once the research is completed, the writing process beg ins. The fi rst step is 
to organize lhe research material. Strategies include developing a formal 
outline or simply sequencing lhe research notes. 

The next step in lhe writing process is to consider both the purpose of the 
writing and your intended audience. The purpose of lhe writing will likely 
determine much of lhe tormat ot the writing project. For instance, a letter to 
the editor will be organized differently than a res earch report. The intended 
audiences would also be diffe rent, and these differences would influence 
the content and tone of the wrrting_ 

All significant claims made in writing should be backed by evidence. The 
strength or weakness of lhe written claimiwe san 

s h h w hlmeeolibe tt m
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ion Sty les 

There are many citation styles used in different fields of study. The Chica go 
Manual of Style is often used by Business, History, and Fine Arts. American 
Psychological Association (APA) is a style often used in Education, 
Psychology, Sciences, and Economics . Modern Language Association 
(MLA) is a style often used by the Humanities. Here are a few examples of 
these different styles using the same book_ 
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lag iarism 

When writers incorporate lhe research notes they have collectr
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Plag iari sm 
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similar to forgery, or copying something thal is not yours. It also violates, or 
breaks, o yright laws. These laws prevent lhe unauthorized use of a 
writer's work. 

Plagiarism uses a portion of written text word-for-word from a source without 
indicating ii is someone else's work. Anott e r
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