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(1) The Spanish language arts and reading Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) reflect language arts standards that are authentic to the 
Spanish language and Spanish literacy; they are neither translations nor modifications of the English language arts TEKS. The Spanish language arts and 
reading TEKS embody the interconnected nature of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking through the seven integrated strands of developing 
and sustaining foundational language skills; comprehension; response; multiple genres; author's purpose and craft; composition; and inquiry and 
research. The strands focus on academic oracy (proficiency in oral expression and comprehension), authentic reading, and reflective writing to ensure a 
literate Texas. They are integrated and progressive with students continuing to develop knowledge and skills with increased complexity and nuance in 
order to think critically and adapt to the ever-evolving nature of language and literacy.
(2) The seven strands of the essential knowledge and skills for Spanish language arts and reading are intended to be integrated for instructional purposes 
and are recursive in nature. Strands include the four domains of language (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and their application in order to 
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(4) Text complexity increases with challenging vocabulary, sophisticated sentence structures, nuanced text features, cognitively demanding content, and 
subtle relationships among ideas (Texas Education Agency, STAAR Performance Level Descriptors, 2013). As skills and knowledge are obtained in each 
of the seven strands, students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater depth to increasingly complex texts in multiple genres as they become 
self-directed, critical learners who work collaboratively while continuously using metacognitive skills. 
(5) Research consistently shows that language and literacy development in the student's native language not only facilitates learning English and English 
literacy, but is foundational to cognitive development and learning (Cummins, 2001; Thomas & Collier, 2002; Coelho, 2001). Emergent bilinguals (Sparrow 
et al., 2014; Slavin & Cheving, 2013) are students who are in the process of acquiring two or more linguistic codes, becoming bilingual, biliterate, and 
bicultural. Emergent bilinguals are often defined by their perceived deficits (semilinguals) (Escamilla, 2012). However, research has shown that bilinguals 
develop a unique interdependent system (Escamilla et al. 2007; Grosjean, 1989; Valdes and Figueroa, 1994) in which languages interconnect to increase 
linguistic functionality. This linguistic interdependence of language acquisition facilitates a transfer of literacy skills from the primary language (L1) to the 
second language (L2) (August & Shanahan, 2006; Bialystok, 2007; Miramontes, et al., 1997). The strength of learning through formal instruction in 
Spanish determines the extent of transfer to English (August, Calderon, & Carlo, 2002; Slavin & Calderon, 2001; Garcia, 2001). For transfer to be 
maximized, cross-linguistic connections between the two languages must be explicitly taught while students engage in a contrastive analysis of the 
Spanish and English languages (Cummins, 2007). Continued strong literacy development in Spanish provides the foundation and scaffold for literacy 
development given that a Common Underlying Proficiency (CUP) exists between the two languages (Cummins, 1991). Consequently, direct and 
systematic instruction (Genesee et al., 2005) in the appropriate sequence of Spanish skills with early English as a second language-based literacy 
instruction is critical to student success. As a result of working within two language systems, students' metalinguistic and metacognitive skills are 
enhanced when they learn about the similarities and differences between languages (Escamilla et. al., 2014). The extent to which English and Spanish 
are used is reliant on the type of bilingual program model being used (see Texas Education Code, §29.066).  
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