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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Breakouts

Subject Chapter 117. Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Fine Arts 

Subchapter Subchapter E. Middle School, Adopted 2013

Course §117.213. Theatre, Middle School 3, Adopted 2013.

(a) Introduction.

(1) The fine arts inco r p o r a t e the stud y of dance, music, thea t r e, and the visu a l arts to offe r uniq u e expe r ie n ce s and empo we r stud e n t s to explo r e realit ie s, rela t io n sh ip s, and idea s. 
These discip lin e s enga g e and motiva t e all stud e n t s thr o u g h active lear n in g, critica l thin kin g, and inno va t ive prob le m solvin g. The fine arts deve lo p cogn it ive funct io n in g and 
incr e a se stud e n t acad e m ic achie ve m e n t, high e r-orde r thin kin g, com m u n ica t io n, and colla b o r a t io n skills, makin g the fine arts applica b le to colle g e read in e ss, car e e r oppo r t u n it ie s, 
wor kp la ce envir o n m e n t s, socia l skills, and ever yd a y life. Studen t s deve lo p aesth e t ic and cultu r a l awar e n e ss thr o u g h explo r a t io n, lead in g to crea t ive expr e ssio n. Creativit y, 
enco u r a g e d thr o u g h the stud y of the fine arts, is esse n t ia l to nur tu r e and deve lo p the whole child.

(2) Four basic str a n d s--foun d a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g; crea t ive expr e ssio n; histo r ica l and cultu r a l rele va n ce ; and critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se--provid e broa d, unifyin g 
str u ct u r e s for orga n izin g knowle d g e and skills stud e n t s are expe ct e d to acqu ir e. Throug h the foun d a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g str a n d, stud e n t s deve lo p a per ce p t io n of self, 
hum a n rela t io n sh ip s, and the wor ld usin g elem e n t s of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. Throug h the crea t ive expr e ssio n str a n d, stud e n t s com m u n ica t e in a dram a t ic for m, enga g e 
in artist ic thin kin g, build posit ive self-conce p t s, rela t e inte r p e r so n a lly, and inte g r a t e knowle d g e with othe r conte n t area s in a rele va n t mann e r. Throug h the histo r ica l and cultu r a l 
rele va n ce str a n d, stud e n t s incr e a se their unde r st a n d in g of her it a g e and trad it io n s in thea t r e and the dive r sit y of wor ld cultu r e s as expr e sse d in thea t r e. Throug h the critica l 
evalu a t io n and resp o n se str a n d, stud e n t s enga g e in inqu ir y and dialo g u e, acce p t const r u ct ive criticism, revise per so n a l views to prom o t e crea t ive and critica l thin kin g, and deve lo p 
the abilit y to appr e cia t e and evalu a t e live thea t r e.

(3) Statem e n t s that conta in the wor d "inclu d in g" refe r e n ce conte n t that must be maste r e d, while those conta in in g the phr a se "such as" are inte n d e d as possib le illu st r a t ive 
exam p le s.

(b) Knowledge and Skills.

Knowledge and Skills Statement Student Expectation Breakout



Chapter 117. Texas Essentia l Knowle d g e and Skills for Fine Arts §117.213. Theatr e, Middle School 3, Adopte d 2013. Proclam a t io n 2015

Page 2 of 23 Publisher Name: Program ISBN Student Mater ia l

Knowledge and Skills Statement Student Expectation Breakout

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(A) evaluate characterization using emotional and 
sensory recall

(i) evaluate characterization using emotional 
recall

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(A) evaluate characterization using emotional and 
sensory recall

(ii) evaluate characterization using sensory recall

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(B) explore preparation and warm-up techniques (i) explore preparation techniques
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(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(B) explore preparation and warm-up techniques (ii) explore warm-up techniques

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(C) create expressive movement and mime to 
define space and characters

(i) create expressive movement to define space

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(C) create expressive movement and mime to 
define space and characters

(ii) create expressive movement to define 
characters
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(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(C) create expressive movement and mime to 
define space and characters

(iii) create mime to define space

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(C) create expressive movement and mime to 
define space and characters

(iv) create mime to define characters

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(D) demonstrate an increased understanding of 
the mechanisms of vocal production

(i) demonstrate an increased understanding of the 
mechanisms of vocal production
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(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(E) apply knowledge of theatrical vocabulary and 
terminology

(i) apply knowledge of theatrical vocabulary and 
terminology

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(F) explore and evaluate the structure and form of 
dramatic literature

(i) explore the structure of dramatic literature

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(F) explore and evaluate the structure and form of 
dramatic literature

(ii) explore the form of dramatic literature
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(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(F) explore and evaluate the structure and form of 
dramatic literature

(iii) evaluate the structure of dramatic literature

(1) Founda tio n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t 
is expe ct e d to:

(F) explore and evaluate the structure and form of 
dramatic literature

(iv) evaluate the form of dramatic literature

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A)  demonstrate safe use of the voice and body (i) demonstrate safe use of the voice
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(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A)  demonstrate safe use of the voice and body (ii) demonstrate safe use of the body

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) portray characters through familiar 
movements and dialogue

(i) portray characters through familiar movements

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) portray characters through familiar 
movements and dialogue

(ii) portray characters through dialogue
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(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) create characters, dialogue, and actions that 
reflect dramatic structure in improvised and 
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(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) create characters, dialogue, and actions that 
reflect dramatic structure in improvised and 
scripted scenes, individually and collaboratively

(x) create actions that reflect dramatic structure in 
improvised scenes collaboratively 

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) create characters, dialogue, and actions that 
reflect dramatic structure in improvised and 
scripted scenes, individually and collaboratively

(xi) create actions that reflect dramatic structure 
in scripted scenes individually

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) create characters, dialogue, and actions that 
reflect dramatic structure in improvised and 
scripted scenes, individually and collaboratively

(xii) create actions that reflect dramatic structure 
in scripted scenes collaboratively
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(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(D) express thoughts and feelings using effective 
voice and diction

(i) express thoughts using effective voice 

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(D) express thoughts and feelings using effective 
voice and diction

(ii) express thoughts using effective diction

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(D) express thoughts and feelings using effective 
voice and diction

(iii) express feelings using effective voice 

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(D) express thoughts and feelings using effective 
voice and diction
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(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) recognize and select specific technical 
elements to suggest environment, to establish 
mood, and support character and actions for 
performance

(i) recognize specific technical elements to 
suggest environment for performance

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) recognize and select specific technical 
elements to suggest environment, to establish 
mood, and support character and actions for 
performance

(ii) recognize specific technical elements to 
establish mood for performance

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) recognize and select specific technical 
elements to suggest environment, to establish 
mood, and support character and actions for 
performance

(iii) recognize specific technical elements to 
support character for performance
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(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) recognize and select specific technical 
elements to suggest environment, to establish 
mood, and support character and actions for 
performance

(iv) recognize specific technical elements to 
support actions for performance

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) recognize and select specific technical 
elements to suggest environment, to establish 
mood, and support character and actions for 
performance

(v) select specific technical elements to suggest 
environment for performance

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) recognize and select specific technical 
elements to suggest environment, to establish 
mood, and support character and actions for 
performance

(vi) select specific technical elements to establish 
mood for performance
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(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) explore the director's role as a unifying force, 
problem solver, interpreter of script, and 
collaborator

(i) explore the director's role as a unifying force

(oductio n. The stud e n t 
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(4) Histor ica l and cultu r a l rele va n ce. The stud e n t 
rela t e s thea t r e to histo r y, socie t y and cultu r e. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:
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(4) Histor ica l and cultu r a l rele va n ce. The stud e n t 
rela t e s thea t r e to histo r y, socie t y and cultu r e. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) explore theatre heritage such as historical and 
cultural influences as it is preserved in dramatic 
text, traditions, and conventions

(iii) explore theatre heritage as it is preserved in 
conventions

(4) Histor ica l and cultu r a l rele va n ce. The stud e n t 
rela t e s thea t r e to histo r y, socie t y and cultu r e. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) explore the roles of theatre, film, television, 
and electronic media such as key developments, 
figures and works on American society

(i) explore the role of theatre [in] American society

(4) Histor ica l and cultu r a l rele va n ce. The stud e n t 
rela t e s thea t r e to histo r y, socie t y and cultu r e. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) explore the roles of theatre, film, television, 
and electronic media such as key developments, 
figures and works on American society

(ii) explore the role of film [in] American society
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(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) understand and demonstrate appropriate 
audience etiquette at various types of live 
performances

(ii) demonstrate appropriate audience etiquette at 
various types of live performances

(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) develop a knowledge of the terminology and 
process of evaluation such as intent, structure, 
effectiveness, value and apply this process to 
performances using appropriate theatre 
vocabulary

(i) develop a knowledge of the terminology of 
evaluation

(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) develop a knowledge of the terminology and 
process of evaluation such as intent, structure, 
effectiveness, value and apply this process to 
performances using appropriate theatre 
vocabulary

(ii) develop a knowledge of the process of 
evaluation 
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