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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Breakouts

Subject Chapter 117. Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Fine Arts

Subchapter Subchapter D. Elementary, Adopted 2013

Course §117.113. Theatre, Grade 3, Adopted 2013

(a) Introduction.

(1) The fine arts inco r p o r a t e the stud y of dance, music, thea t r e, and the visu a l arts to offe r uniq u e expe r ie n ce s and empo we r stud e n t s to explo r e realit ie s, rela t io n sh ip s, and 
idea s. These discip lin e s enga g e and motiva t e all stud e n t s thr o u g h active lear n in g, critica l thin kin g, and inno va t ive prob le m solvin g. The fine arts deve lo p cogn it ive funct io n in g 
and incr e a se stud e n t acad e m ic achie ve m e n t, high e r-orde r thin kin g, com m u n ica t io n, and colla b o r a t io n skills, makin g the fine arts applica b le to colle g e read in e ss, car e e r 
oppo r t u n it ie s, wor kp la ce envir o n m e n t s, socia l skills, and ever yd a y life. Stud e n t s deve lo p aesth e t ic and cultu r a l awar e n e ss thr o u g h explo r a t io n, lead in g to crea t ive expr e ssio n. 
Creativit y, enco u r a g e d thr o u g h the stud y of the fine arts, is esse n t ia l to nur tu r e and deve lo p the whole child.

(2) Four basic str a n d s--foun d a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g; crea t ive expr e ssio n; histo r ica l and cultu r a l rele va n ce; and critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se--provid e broa d, 
unifyin g str u ct u r e s for orga n izin g knowle d g e and skills stud e n t s are expe ct e d to acqu ir e. Thr o u g h the foun d a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g str a n d, stud e n t s deve lo p a 
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(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(A) react to sensory and emotional experiences 
such as sight or sound and happiness or 
sadness through creative play

(i) react to sensory experiences through creative 
play

(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(A) react to sensory and emotional experiences 
such as sight or sound and happiness or 
sadness through creative play

(ii) react to emotional experiences through 
creative play 

(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(B) create playing space using expressive and 
rhythmic movement

(i) create playing space using expressive 
movement
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(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(B) create playing space using expressive and 
rhythmic movement

(ii) create playing space using rhythmic 
movement

(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(C) respond to sounds, music, images, 
language, and literature using movement 

(i) respond to sounds using movement 

(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(C) respond to sounds, music, images, 
language, and literature using movement 

(ii) respond to music using movement 
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(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(C) respond to sounds, music, images, 
language, and literature using movement 

(iii) respond to images using movement 

(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(C) respond to sounds, music, images, 
language, and literature using movement 

(iv) respond to language using movement 

(1) Found a t io n s: inqu ir y and unde r st a n d in g. The 
stud e n t deve lo p s conce p t s abou t self, hum a n 
rela t io n sh ip s, and the envir o n m e n t usin g elem e n t s 
of dram a and conve n t io n s of thea t r e. The stud e n t is 
expe ct e d to:

(C) respond to sounds, music, images, 
language, and literature using movement 

(v) respond to literature using movement 
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(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) demonstrate safe use of movement and 
voice

(i) demonstrate safe use of movement

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) demonstrate safe use of movement and 
voice

(ii) demonstrate safe use of voice

(2) Creative expr e ssio n: per fo r m a n ce. The stud e n t 
inte r p r e t s char a ct e r s usin g the voice and body 
expr e ssive ly and crea t e s dram a t iza t io n s. The 
stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) participate in a variety of roles in real life or 
imaginative situations through narrative 
pantomime, dramatic play, or story dramatization

(i) participate in a variety of roles in real life or 
imaginative situations through narrative 
pantomime, dramatic play, or story dramatization
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(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) identify technical theatre elements such as 
props, costumes, sound, and visual elements 
that define character, environment, action, and 
theme

(i) identify technical theatre elements that define 
character

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) identify technical theatre elements such as 
props, costumes, sound, and visual elements 
that define character, environment, action, and 
theme

(ii) identify technical theatre elements that define 
environment

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) identify technical theatre elements such as 
props, costumes, sound, and visual elements 
that define character, environment, action, and 
theme

(iii) identify technical theatre elements that define 
action
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(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(A) identify technical theatre elements such as 
props, costumes, sound, and visual elements 
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(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) use simple technical theatre elements such 
as props, costumes, sound, and visual elements 
that define character, environment, action, and 
theme

(iii) use simple technical theatre elements that 
define action

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) use simple technical theatre elements such 
as props, costumes, sound, and visual elements 
that define character, environment, action, and 
theme

(iv) use simple technical theatre elements that 
define theme

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) plan dramatic play
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(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(D) cooperate and interact with others in 
dramatic play

(i) cooperate with others in dramatic play

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(D) cooperate and interact with others in 
dramatic play

(ii) interact with others in dramatic play

(3) Creative expr e ssio n: prod u ct io n. The stud e n t 
applie s desig n, dir e ct in g, and thea t r e prod u ct io n 
conce p t s and skills. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(E) observe live or multimedia theatrical 
performances

(i) observe live or multimedia theatrical 
performances
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(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) discuss and evaluate simple dramatic 
activities and performances

(iii) evaluate simple dramatic activities

(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(B) discuss and evaluate simple dramatic 
activities and performances

(iv) evaluate simple dramatic performances

(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) discuss the use of music, movement, and 
visual components in dramatic activities and 
performances

(i) discuss the use of music in dramatic activities
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(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) discuss the use of music, movement, and 
visual components in dramatic activities and 
performances

(ii) discuss the use of music in dramatic 
performances

(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) discuss the use of music, movement, and 
visual components in dramatic activities and 
performances

(iii) discuss the use of movement in dramatic 
activities 

(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) discuss the use of music, movement, and 
visual components in dramatic activities and 
performances

(iv) discuss the use of movement in dramatic 
performances 
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(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) discuss the use of music, movement, and 
visual components in dramatic activities and 
performances

(v)  discuss the use of visual components in 
dramatic activities

(5) Critica l evalu a t io n and resp o n se. The stud e n t 
resp o n d s to and evalu a t e s thea t r e and thea t r ica l 
per fo r m a n ce s. The stud e n t is expe ct e d to:

(C) discuss the use of music, movement, and 
visual components in dramatic activities and 
performances

(vi) discuss the use of visual components in 
dramatic performances
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