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ELAR, Grade 3 (IMRA) 

Subject: English Language Arts and Reading 
Grade: 03 
Expectations: 65 
Breakouts: 257 
 

(a) Introduction. 

1. The English language arts and reading Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) embody the interconnected nature of 
listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking through the seven integrated strands of developing and sustaining 
foundational language skills; comprehension; response; multiple genres; author's purpose and craft; composition; and 
inquiry and research. The strands focus on academic oracy (proficiency in oral expression and comprehension), authentic 
reading, and reflective writing to ensure a literate Texas. The strands are integrated and progressive with students 
continuing to develop knowledge and skills with increased complexity and nuance in order to think critically and adapt to 
the ever-evolving nature of language and literacy. 

2. The seven strands of the essential knowledge and skills for English language arts and reading are intended to be integrated 
for instructional purposes and are recursive in nature. Strands include the four domains of language (listening, speaking, 
reading, writing) and their application in order to accelerate the acquisition of language skills so that students develop high 
levels of social and academic language proficiency. Although some strands may require more instructional time, each strand 
is of equal value, may be presented in any order, and should be integrated throughout the year. It is important to note that 
encoding (spelling) and decoding (reading) are reciprocal skills. Decoding is internalized when tactile and kinesthetic 
opportunities (encoding) are provided. Additionally, students should engage in academic conversations, write, read, and be 
read to on a daily basis with opportunities for cross-curricular content and student choice. 

3. Text complexity increases with challenging vocabulary, sophisticated sentence structures, nuanced text features, cognitively 
demanding content, and subtle relationships among ideas (Texas Education Agency, STAAR Performance Level Descriptors, 
2013). As skills and knowledge are obtained in each of the seven strands, students will continue to apply earlier standards 
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syllables; vowel teams, including digraphs and diphthongs; r-controlled syllables; and final stable syllables; iii. 
decoding compound words, contractions, and abbreviations; iv. decoding words using knowledge of syllable 
division patterns such as VCCV, VCV, and VCCCV with accent shifts; v. decoding words using knowledge of prefixes; 
vi. decoding words using knowledge of suffixes, including how they can change base words such as dropping e, 
changing y to i, and doubling final consonants; and vii. identifying and reading high-frequency words from a 
research-based list; 

(i) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with multiple sound-spelling patterns  

(ii) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with closed syllables  

(iii) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with open syllables  

(iv) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with VCe syllables 

(v) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with vowel teams, including digraphs 

(vi) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with vowel teams, including 
diphthongs 

(vii) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with r-controlled syllables 

(viii) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with final stable syllables 

(ix) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding compound words 

(x) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding contractions 

(xi) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding abbreviations 

(xii) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding words using knowledge of syllable division patterns 

(xiii) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding words using knowledge of prefixes 

(xiv) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by decoding words using knowledge of suffixes, including how they can 
change base words  

(xv) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by identifying high-frequency words from a research-based list 

(xvi) demonstrate phonetic knowledge by reading high-frequency words from a research-based list  

(xvii) apply phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with multiple sound-spelling patterns 

(xviii) apply phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with closed syllables 

(xix) apply phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with open syllables 

(xx) apply phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with VCe syllables 

(xxi) apply phonetic knowledge by decoding multisyllabic words with vowel teams, including digraph4 (t)1.7 (h t)1.7 (h t)-0.002 T435 (n7)3.5 (l3 ( )6.5 (by)5.9 ( )6.5 (de)3 (co)8 (di)3C 
/LBody <</MCID 88 >>BDC 
-0.002 Tc.7 (h )g8 (di)3 (ne)3 (t)1.6 (ul)3( )0.5 w)3 (t)1.6 xvixxi)
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(xxix) apply phonetic knowledge by decoding words using knowledge of prefixes 

(xxx) apply phonetic knowledge by decoding words using knowledge of suffixes, including how they can change 
base words 

(xxxi) apply phonetic knowledge by identifying high-frequency words from a research-based list 

(xxxii) apply phonetic knowledge by reading high-frequency words from a research-based list 

(B) demonstrate and apply spelling knowledge by: i. spelling multisyllabic words with closed syllables; open syllables; 
VCe syllables; vowel teams, including digraphs and diphthongs; r-controlled syllables; and final stable syllables;ii. 
spelling homophones; iii. spelling compound words, contractions, and abbreviations; iv. spelling multisyllabic 
words with multiple sound-spelling patterns; v. spelling words using knowledge of syllable division patterns such as 
VCCV, VCV, and VCCCV; vi. spelling words using knowledge of prefixes; and vii. spelling words using knowledge of 
suffixes, including how they can change base words such as dropping e, changing y to i, and doubling final 
consonants; 

(i) demonstrate and apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with closed syllables; 

(ii) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with open syllables; 

(iii) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with VCe syllables 

(iv) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with vowel teams, including digraphs 

(v) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with vowel teams, including diphthongs 

(vi) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with r-controlled syllables 

(vii) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with final stable syllables 

(viii) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling homophones 

(ix) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling compound words 

(x) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling contractions 

(xi) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling abbreviations 

(xii) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with multiple sound-spelling patterns 

(xiii) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling words using knowledge of syllable division patterns 

(xiv) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling words using knowledge of prefixes 

(xv) demonstrate spelling knowledge by spelling words using knowledge of suffixes, including how they can 
change base words 

(xvi) apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with closed syllables 

(xvii) apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with open syllables 

(xviii) apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with VCe syllables 

(xix) apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with vowel teams, including digraphs 

(xx) apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with vowel teams, including diphthongs 

(xxi) apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with r-controlled syllables 

(xxii) apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with final stable syllables 

(xxiii) apply spelling knowledge by spelling homophones 
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(xxiv) apply spelling knowledge by spelling compound words 

(xxv) apply spelling knowledge by spelling contractions 

(xxvi) apply spelling knowledge by spelling abbreviations 

(xxvii) apply spelling knowledge by spelling multisyllabic words with multiple sound-spelling patterns 

(xxviii) apply spelling knowledge by spelling words using knowledge of syllable division patterns 

(xxix) apply spelling knowledge by spelling words using knowledge of prefixes 

(xxx) apply spelling knowledge by spelling words using knowledge of suffixes, including how they can change 
base words 

(C) alphabetize a series of words to the third letter; and 

(i) alphabetize a series of words to the third letter 

(D) write complete words, thoughts, and answers legibly in cursive leaving appropriate spaces between words. 

(i) write complete words legibly in cursive 

(ii) write complete thoughts legibly in cursive leaving appropriate spaces between words 

(iii) write complete answers legibly in cursive leaving appropriate spaces between words 

(3) Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking--vocabulary. The 
student uses newly acquired vocabulary expressively. The student is expected to: 

(A) use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, and pronunciation; 

(i) use print or digital resources to determine meaning 

(ii) use print or digital resources to determine syllabication 

(iii) use print or digital resources to determine pronunciation 

(B) use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and multiple-meaning 
words; 

(i) use context within a sentence to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words 

(ii) use context within a sentence to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning words 

(iii) use context beyond a sentence to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words 

(iv) use context beyond a sentence to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning words 

(C) identify the meaning of and use words with affixes such as im- (into), non-, dis-, in- (not, non), pre-, -ness, -y, and -
ful; and 

(i) identify the meaning of words with affixes 

(ii) use words with affixes 

(D) identify, use, and explain the meaning of antonyms, synonyms, idioms, homophones, and homographs in a text. 

(i) identify antonyms in a text 

(ii) identify synonyms in a text 

(iii) identify idioms in a text 
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(i) discuss elements of drama 

(D) recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including: i. the central idea with supporting 
evidence; ii. features such as sections, tables, graphs, timelines, bullets, numbers, and bold and italicized font to 
support understanding; and iii. organizational patterns such as cause and effect and problem and solution; 

(i) recognize characteristics of informational text, including the central idea with supporting evidence 

(ii) recognize characteristics of informational text, including features to support understanding 

(iii) recognize characteristics of informational text, including organizational patterns 

(iv) recognize structures of informational text, including the central idea with supporting evidence 

(v) recognize structures of informational text, including features to support understanding 

(vi) recognize structures of informational text, including organizational patterns 

(E) recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by: i. identifying the claim; ii. distinguishing facts 
from opinion; and iii. identifying the intended audience or reader; and 

(i) recognize characteristics of argumentative text by identifying the claim 

(ii) recognize characteristics of argumentative text by distinguishing facts from opinion i i i n i o n ;  a n d iii. 
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(ii) describe how the author's use of literal language achieves specific purposes 

(iii) describe how the author's use of figurative language achieves specific purposes 

(iv) describe how the author's use of sound devices achieves specific purposes 

(E) identify the use of literary devices, including first- or third-person point of view; 

(i) identify the use of literary devices, including first- or third-person point of view 

(F) discuss how the author's use of language contributes to voice; and 

(i) discuss how the author's use of language contributes to voice 

(G) identify and explain the use of hyperbole. 

(i) identify hyperbole 

(ii) explain the use of hyperbole 

(11) Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--writing process. The student uses the 
writing process recursively to compose multiple texts that are legible and uses appropriate conventions. The student is 
expected to: 

(A) plan a first draft by selecting a genre for a particular topic, purpose, and audience using a range of strategies such 
as brainstorming, freewriting, and mapping; 

(i) plan a first draft by selecting a genre for a particular topic, purpose, and audience using a range of 
strategies 

(B) develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by: i. organizing with purposeful structure, 
including an introduction and a conclusion; and ii. developing an engaging idea with relevant details; 

(i) develop drafts into a focused piece of writing by organizing with purposeful structure, including an 
introduction 

(ii) develop drafts into a focused piece of writing by organizing with purposeful structure, including a 
conclusion 

(iii) develop drafts into a focused piece of writing by developing an engaging idea with relevant details 

(iv) develop drafts into a structured piece of writing by organizing with purposeful structure, including an 
introduction 

(v) develop drafts into a structured piece of writing by organizing with purposeful structure, including a 
conclusion 

(vi) develop drafts into a structured piece of writing by developing an engaging idea with relevant details 

(vii) develop drafts into a coherent piece of writing by organizing with purposeful structure, including an 
introduction 

(viii) develop drafts into a coherent piece of writing by organizing with purposeful structure, including a 
conclusion 

(ix) develop drafts into a coherent piece of writing by developing an engaging idea with relevant details 

(C) revise drafts to improve sentence structure and word choice by adding, deleting, combining, and rearranging ideas 
for coherence and clarity; 

(i) revise drafts to improve sentence structure by adding ideas 



ELAR, Grade 3 (IMRA) (03/21/2024) 

Page 11 of 13 

(ii) revise drafts to improve sentence structure by deleting ideas 

(iii) revise drafts to improve sentence structure by combining ideas 

(iv) revise drafts to improve sentence structure by rearranging ideas for coherence 

(v) revise drafts to improve sentence structure by rearranging ideas for clarity 

(vi) revise drafts to improve word choice by adding ideas 

(vii) revise drafts to improve word choice by deleting ideas 

(viii) revise drafts to improve word choice by combining ideas 

(ix) revise drafts to improve word choice by rearranging ideas for coherence 

(x) revise drafts to improve word choice by rearranging ideas for clarity 

(D) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including: i. complete simple and compound sentences with 
subject-verb agreement; ii. past, present, and future verb tense; iii. singular, plural, common, and proper nouns; iv. 
adjectives, including their comparative and superlative forms; v. adverbs that convey time and adverbs that convey 
manner; vi. prepositions and prepositional phrases; vii. pronouns, including subjective, objective, and possessive 
cases; viii. coordinating conjunctions to form compound subjects, predicates, and sentences; ix. capitalization of 
official titles of people, 
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(xviii) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including pronouns, including possessive [case] 

(xix) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including coordinating conjunctions to form compound 
subjects 

(xx) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including coordinating conjunctions to form compound 
predicates 

(xxi) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including coordinating conjunctions to form compound 
sentences 

(xxii) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including capitalization of official titles of people 

(xxiii) edit drafts using standard English conventions, including capitalization of holidays 
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(ii) compose informational texts, including brief compositions that convey information about a topic, using 
genre characteristics 

(iii) compose informational texts, including brief compositions that convey information about a topic, using 
craft 

(C) compose argumentative texts, including opinion essays, using genre characteristics and craft; and 

(i) compose argumentative texts, including opinion essays, using genre characteristics 

(ii) compose argumentative texts, including opinion essays, using craft 

(D) compose correspondence such as thank you notes or letters. 

(i) compose correspondence 

(13) Inquiry and research: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student engages in both 
short-term and sustained recursive inquiry processes for a variety of purposes. The student is expected to: 

(A) generate questions on a topic for formal and informal inquiry; 

(i) generate questions on a topic for formal inquiry 

(ii) generate questions on a topic for informal inquiry 

(B) develop and follow a research plan with adult assistance; 

(i) develop a research plan with adult assistance 

(ii) follow a research plan with adult assistance 

(C) identify and gather relevant information from a variety of sources; 

(i) identify relevant information from a variety of sources 

(ii) gather relevant information from a variety of sources 

(D) identify primary and secondary sources; 

(i) identify primary sources 

(ii) identify secondary sources 

(E) demonstrate understanding of information gathered; 

(i) demonstrate understanding of information gathered 

(F) recognize the difference between paraphrasing and plagiarism when using source materials; 

(i) recognize the difference between paraphrasing and plagiarism when using source materials 

(G) create a works cited page; and 

(i) create a works cited page 

(H) use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether written, oral, or multimodal, to present results. 

(i) use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether written, oral, or multimodal, to present results 
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