
 

Serving PK3 & PK4:  A Comparison 

Topics PK3 PK4 Additional Information 
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Topics PK3 PK4 Additional Information 
Tuition Tuition may be charged to provide: 

 
half-day and full-day prekindergarten classes to 
children who are ineligible for free 
prekindergarten classes; and 
 
an additional half-day of prekindergarten 
classes to those 3-year-old children who are 
eligible for free prekindergarten classes 

Tuition may be charged to provide: 
 
half-day and full-day prekindergarten classes 
to children who are ineligible for free 
prekindergarten classes; 

Prekindergarten Tuition: 
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/e
arly-childhood-
education/prekindergarten-tuition  

Half-day vs full-day 
& Required Minutes 

Half-day and/or full-day programs are allowed. 
 
LEAs who choose to offer a full-day PK3 
program would need to fund the other half-day 
with other sources of funding. 
 
A half-day PK3 program requires 32,400 
instructional minutes per year. 

A full-day program is mandatory unless the 
LEA has a current full-day prekindergarten 
waiver in place with TEA. 
 
A full-day prekindergarten program for eligible 
four-year-old students requires 75,600 
operational minutes per year. 

Link to waiver application:  
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-
schools/waivers/state-waivers  
 
Full-
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Topics PK3 PK4 Additional Information 
Teacher 
Qualifications 
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Family Engagement 
Plan 

LEAs should write, implement, and put on their 
website a family engagement plan that 
contains the six required components. 

LEAs must write, implement, and put on their 
website a family engagement plan that 
contains the six required components. 
 
The family engagement plan contains six 
required components: 

• Facilitating family-to-family support 
• Establishing a network of community 

resources 
• Increasing family 
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Topics PK3 PK4 Additional Information 
Mixed-Age Group 
Classrooms 

PK3 and PK4 students can be served in the 
same classroom. 
*Classrooms with eligible four-year-old 
students must meet all the High-Quality 
Prekindergarten Components. 

PK3 and PK4 students can be served in the 
same classroom. 

 

Meals Students must be offered meals/snacks in 
alignment with the National School Lunch 
Program. 

Students must be offered meals/snacks in 
alignment with the National School Lunch 
Program. 

https://squaremeals.org/Program
s/NationalSchoolLunchProgram.as
px  

Transportation Offering transportation for PK3 students is a 
local decision. 
 
Transportation can be funded as part of the 
LEA’s regular transportation system. 

Offering transportation for PK4 students is a 
local decision. 
 
Transportation can be funded as part of the 
LEA’s regular transportation system. 

TEC 29.153 (c) 

 

Additional resources are available on the Early Childhood Education webpages at https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education.   
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