


 
 

ELPS Listening: English Language Arts 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in listening.  

The following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the listening domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in  
English language arts and reading. 

 

 
 

 

  

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.   

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

2 BEGINNING 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 



 

ELPS Listening: Mathematics 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in listening. The 

following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the listening domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in mathematics. 
 
 

 

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.   



 

ELPS Listening: Science 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in listening. The 

following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the listening domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in science. 
 

 
 

 

  

 
Grades 4



 

ELPS Listening: Social Studies 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in listening. The 
following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the listening domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in social studies. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.   

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

2 BEGINNING 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

3 INTERMEDIATE 

With moderately scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

4 HIGH INTERMEDIATE 

With minimally scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

5 ADVANCED 

With little or no scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

Vocabulary 

match pre-taught social 
studies vocabulary with 
images and concepts when 
prompted orally 

use pictorial models to 
understand spoken social 
studies vocabulary, including 
directional and chronological 
words 

use explicitly taught 
vocabulary, including 
directional and chronological 
words and cognates, to 
comprehend social studies 
vocabulary heard in the 
classroom 

demonstrate comprehension 



 

 

ELPS Speaking: General 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development  

in speaking. The following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the speaking domain when provided linguistically  
accommodated instruction in each content area. 

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.   

Language 
Patterns



  

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

2 BEGINNING 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

3 INTERMEDIATE 

With moderately scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

4 HIGH INTERMEDIATE 

With minimally scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

5 ADVANCED 

With little or no scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 





 

ELPS Speaking: Mathematics 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in speaking. The 

following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the speaking domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in mathematics. 
 

 
 

 

  

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.   

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

2 BEGINNING 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

3 INTERMEDIATE 

With moderately scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

4 HIGH INTERMEDIATE 

With minimally scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

5 ADVANCED 

With little or no scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

Register 

use nonverbal responses or 
gestures to communicate 
mathematical terms 

speak using single words 
consisting of recently 
practiced, memorized, 
repeated, or high-frequency 
mathematical terms 

speak using high-frequency, 
concrete vocabulary, 
including key words, 
expressions, and phrases 
needed for basic 
communication in 
mathematical context 

participate in conversations 
during formal and informal 
classroom interactions on 

 



 

ELPS Speaking: Science 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in speaking. The 

following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the speaking domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in science. 



 

ELPS Speaking: Social Studies 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in speaking. The 
following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the speaking domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in social studies. 

 

 
 

 

  

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.   

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

2 BEGINNING 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

3 INTERMEDIATE 

With moderately scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

4 HIGH INTERMEDIATE 

With minimally scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

5 ADVANCED 

With little or no scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

Discourse 

communicate social studies 







 

ELPS Reading: English Language Arts 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in reading.  

The following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the reading domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in  
English language arts and reading. 

 

 
 

 

  

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.   

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 





 

ELPS Reading: Science 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in reading. The 





 

 

 

ELPS Writing: General 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development  

in writing. The following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the writing domain when provided linguistically  
accommodated instruction in each content area. 

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 



 

  

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

2 BEGINNING 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

3 INTERMEDIATE 

With moderately scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

4 HIGH INTERMEDIATE 

With minimally scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

5 ADVANCED 

With little or no 11.40.922 0.796 rg
69 8:







 

ELPS Writing: Science 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in writing. The 

following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the writing domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in science. 
 

 
 

 

  

 
Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.   

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

2 BEGINNING 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

3 INTERMEDIATE 



ELPS Writing: Social Studies 
Emergent bilingual (EB) students may be at the pre-production, beginning, intermediate, high intermediate, or advanced level of English language development in writing. The 
following proficiency level descriptors describe observable student behaviors in the writing domain when provided linguistically accommodated instruction in social studies. 

Grades 4–12 Proficiency Level Descriptors: 
Proficiency level descriptors describe the continuum of language acquisition as a student moves from the silent period to discourse.  

Language 
Patterns 

1 PRE-PRODUCTION 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

2 BEGINNING 

With highly scaffolded 
instruction and linguistic 

support, the EB student can: 

3 INTERMEDIATE 
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